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• • T ET us now bring this question of non-resistance to 

I the best practical test, the experience of the primi- 

-*-^ tive ages of the Christian Church. I take for granted 

that oo one can doubt the following positions of principle 

and fact : 

First. The Christians had a dear right to the enjoyment of 
all the privileges and advantages of the communities in 
which they lived, and this right is equally sustained by 
reason, natural justice, and religion. 

Second, The heathen rulers were utterly unjustifiable in 
depriving the primitive Christians of those privileges and 
advantages ; still less had they a right to persecute and 
destroy them for being Christians. 

Third, The heathen rulers acted the part of despots and 
oppressors to the primitive Christians. 

F(mrth. The primitive Christians were subjected for their 
faithfulness, most wantonly, unjustly and cruelly, to suffer- 
ings scarcely surpassed by those predicted to the Jews in 
case of their disobedience. If ever men had a right to rebel 
and employ an armed resistance, it was these primitive dis- 
ciples. Their enemies were equally the enemies of God 
himself. The rights invaded were not the creations of society 
and protected by human constitutions, but were the gift of 
God, and secured by the New Testament, the great charter 
of Christian rights. Yet they did not rebel, they did not 
resort to an armed resistance. And why not ? Simply &e- 
cavse they knew that such means were inconsistent with the Christian 
character. Were they restrained by fear ? No one can allege 
that. Were they restrained by calculations of the proba- 
bilities of success and failure? None can suspect that. 
Were they restrained by personal and selfish considera- 
tions? Who is so ignorant or so reckless of truth, as to 
bring such an accusation against men who counted life, 
liberty, property, domestic enjoyments, and social inter- 
course as the very dust under their feet ? The primitive 
Christians did not then resist their oppressors by rebellion 
and with the sword, simply because they knew these to be 
UNCHRISTIAN MEANS." — Qrimke. 
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W^ar and Self-Defense. 



Justin was born at Neapolis, of Samaria — ^tlie 
modern Nablouse — about A. d. 114. He was dili- 
geut in studying the various philosophies, especially 
those of the Stoics, Platonists, and Pythagoreans ; 
but finally, having discovered the emptiness of them 
all, was converted to Christianity. He traveled 
much, and hence was well-informed as to that whereof 
he wrote. At Rome, in the year 165, and in the 
reign of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, he suffered 
martyrdom. Of his writings, the most valuable 
now extant are the two Apologies in behalf of the 
Christians, and the Dialogue with Trypho, a Jew. 
The first Apology was addressed to the Roman Em« 
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peror Antoninus Pius and the people ; the second 
Apology, to the Roman Senate. The extracts which 
follow are from those writings : 

"And when you hear that we look for a kingdom, you 
suppose, without making any inquiry, that we speak of a 
human kingdom ; whereas, we speak of that which is with 
God, as appears also from the confession of their faith 
made by those who are charged with being Christians, 
though they know that death is the punishment awarded 
to him who so confesses. For if we looked for a human 
kingdom, we should also deny our Christy that we might not be 
slain; and we should strive to escape detection, that we 
might obtain what we expect. But, since our thoughts are 
not fixed on the present, we are not concerned when men 
cut us off: since also death is a debt which must at all 
events be paid. 

We who hated and destroyed one another, and on ac- 
count of their different manners would not live with men 
of a different tribe, now, since the coming of Christ, live 
familiarly with them, and pray for our enemies, and en- 
deavor to persuade those who hate us unjustly to live con- 
formably to the good precepts of Christ, to the end that 
they may become partakers with us of the same joyful 
hope of a reward from God, the ruler of all. 

And when the Spirit of prophecy speaks as predicting 
things that are to come to pass, he speaks in this way : 
* For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among 
the nations, and shall rebuke many people ; and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks : nation shall not lift up sword against na- 
tion, neither shall they learn war any more.* And that it 
did so come to pass we can convince you. For from Jeru- 
salem there went out into the world men, twelve in number> 
and these illiterate, of no ability in speaking: but by the 
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power of God they proclaimed to every race of men that 
they were sent by Christ to teach to all the word of God ; 
and we who formerly used to murder one another, do not 
only now refrain from making war upon our enemies, but 
also, that we may not lie or deceive our examiners, wil- 
lingly die confessing Christ. But if the soldiers enrolled 
by you, and who have taken the military oath, prefer their 
allegiance to their own life, and parents, and country, and 
all kindred, though you can offer them nothing incorrupti- 
ble, it were verily ridiculous if we, who earnestly long for 
incorruption, should not endure all things^ in order to obtain 
what we desire from Him who is able to grant it. 

And we who were filled with war and mulual slaughter, and 
every wickedness, have each through the whole earth changed our 
warlike weapons — our swords into plowshares, and our spears 
into implements of tillage — and we cultivate piety, right- 
eousness, philanthropy, faith and hope, which we have 
from the Father himself, through him who was crucified. 
Now, it is evident that no one can terrify or subdue us who 
have believed in Jesus over all the world, . . but the 
more such things happen [persecutions and deaths], the 
more do others and in larger numbers become faithful, and 
worshipers of God through the name of Jesus.'' 

The next citation is from the Dialogue with Try- 
pho, the Jew : 

"For verily your hand [the Jews*] is high to commit 
evil, because ye slew the Christ, and do not repent of it ; 
but so far from that, ye hate and murder us who have be- 
lieved through him in the God and Father of all, as often 
as ye can ; and ye curse him without ceasing, as well as 
those who side with him, while all of us pray for you, and 
for all men, as our Christ and Lord taught us to do, when 
he enjoined us to pray even for our enemies, and to love 
them that hate us, and to bless them that curse us." 



ANTHENAGORAS. 



II. 



an Athenian philosopher, who, according to Euse- 
bius, was won over to Christianity while reading the 
Scriptures to controvert them. He was an able and 
elegant writer, though the only works of his which 
are now known are his Plea (or " Embassy," as he 
styles it) for the Christians, and his Treatise on the 
Resurrection. The Embassy was presented A. d. 
1.77, to the Eoman Emperors Marcus Aurelius and 
Commodus. The following are extracts : 

" What, then, are those teachiDgs in which we are brought 
up ? * I say unto you, Love your eftiemies, bless them that 
curse you,' etc. — but who of them [teachers of philosophy] 
have so purged their souls, as, instead of hating their ene- 
mies, to love them ; and instead of speaking ill of those 
who have reviled them — to abstain from which is, of itself, 
an evidence of no mean forbearance — to bless them ; and 
to pray for those who plot against their lives? But among 
us you will find [even] uneducated persons, and artisans, 
and old women, who, if they are unable in toords to prove 
the benefit of our doctrine, yet by their deeds exhibit the 
benefit arising from their persuasion of its truth ; they do 
not rehearse speeches, but exhibit good works; when 
struck, they do not strike again ; when robbed, they do not 
go to law ; they give to those that ask of them, and love 
their neighbors as themselves. 

Not even the governors of the provinces, sent by you, 
suffice for the hearing of the complaints against those [the 
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Christians] to whom it even is not lawful, when struck, if 
thej do not offer themselves for more blows, nor when 
defamed, not to bless : for it is net enough to be jiut— and 
justice is to return like for like — ^but it is incumbent on 
us to be good, and patient of evil." 



III. 

Irenmus. 

Irenseus was born about A. d. 130, probably in 
Smyrna, and died about the last year of the century. 
In early youth he was acquainted with Polycarp, the 
illustrious Bishop of Smyrna; and, as the latter is 
believed to have known the Apostle John, so the 
author of the great work "Against Heresies," was 
only two links removed from the immaculate Ex- 
positor of Truth. Irenseus became Bishop of Lyons; 
though previous to that, while yet a presbyter, he 
was sent with a letter from certain members of the 
church of Lyons, who were awaiting martyrdom, to 
Eleutherus, Bishop of Borne. It was during the 
episcopate of that bishop that the above-named trea- 
tise (from which the extracts following are taken) 
was written. He says : 

'' But from the Lord's advent, the new covenant which 
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brings back peace, and the law which gives life, has gone 
forth over the whole earth, as the prophets said : ' For out 
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem; and he shall rebuke many people; and 
they shall break down their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruninghooks, and they shall no longer 
learn to fight.' If, therefore, some other law and word 
going forth from Jerusalem brought in such a reign of 
peace among the Gentiles which received it, and convinced 
through them many a nation of its folly, then only it 
appears that the prophets spake of some other person." 
[For some of the Gnostics contended that the Lord of 
the Old Testament was not identical with that of the 
New.] " But if the law of liberty, that is, the word of God, 
preached by the apostles throughout all the earth, caused 
such a change in the state of things, that these nations did 
form the swords and war lances into plowshares, and 
changed them into pruninghooks for reaping the corn, that 
is, into instruments used for peaceful purposes, and that 
they are now unaccustomed to fighting, but when smitten 
ofier also the other cheek, then the prophets have not 
spoken these things of any other person but of Him who 
effected them. This person is our Lord, and in him is that 
declaration borne out ; . . in the beginning he figured 
forth the pruninghook by means of Abel, pointing out that 
there shall be a gathering-in of a righteous race of men. 
He says, * For behold how the just man perishes, and no 
man considers it ; and righteous men are taken away, and 
no man layeth it to heart.' These things were acted before- 
hand in Abel — were also previously declared by the proph- 
ets — but were accomplished in the Lord's person ; and the 
same is still true with regard to us, the body following the 
example of the Head." 

Kead, again, what Irenseus says of the heavenly 
uses of tribulation, and of that pure and unoffending 
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frame of mind whence could issue no cry for defense 
other than for that of the all-sufficing Arm : 

" And, therefore, throughout all time, man, having been 
molded at the beginning by the hands of God, that is, of 
the Son and of the Spirit, is made after the image and 
likeness of God ; the chafif, indeed, which is the apostasy, 
being cast away ; but the wheat, that is, those who bring 
forth fruit to God in faith, being gathered into the barn. 
And for this cause tribulation is necessary for those who 
are saved, that having been after a manner broken up, and 
rendered fine, and sprinkled over by the patience of the 
word of God, and set on fire [for purification], they may be 
fitted for the royal banquet. As a certain man of ours 
said, when he was condemned to the wild beasts because of 
his testimony with respect to God : I am the wheat of 
Christ, and am ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, that 
I may be found the pure bread of God." 



IV. 

Clement^ of Alexandria. 

Titus Flavius Clemens, originally a pagan philoso- 
pher, became, after his conversion to Christianity^ 
the head of the Catechetical School at Alexandria ; 
having, however, first traveled extensively in Italy, 
Egypt, Syria, etc., seeking instruction from the most 
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emineDt instructors in the new religion. Among his 
pupils were Origen and Hippolytus. The persecu- 
tion under Septimus Sever us compelled him to retire 
from the Egyptian city to Jerusalem, and he was 
there during the reign of the Emperor Caracalla. 
He is believed to have died about A. b. 220. His 
two great works are, "The Instructor," and "The 
Exhortation to the Heathen." The following ex- 
tracts are from the first-named thesis : 

" Nor is the cast and character of the life He enjoins 
very formidable ; nor is it made altogether easy by reason 
of his benignity. He enjoins his commands, and at the 
same time gives them such a character that they may be 
accomplished. . But let us, O children of the good 
Father — nurselings of the good Instructor — fulfill the 
Father's will, listen to the word, and take on the impress 
of the truly saying life of our Savior ; and meditating on 
the heavenly mode of life aceording to which we have been 
deified [so to speak], let us anoint ourselves with the peren- 
nial, immortal bloom of gladness — that ointment of sweet 
fragrance — having a clear example of immortality in the 
walk and conversation of the Lord, and following the foot- 
steps of God, to whom alone it belongs to consider, and 
whose care it is to see to, the way and manner in which the 
life of men may be made more healthy. . . For ilUnot 
in war, hU in peaces that we are trained. War needs great 
preparation, and luxury craves profusion ; but peace and 
love, simple and quiet sisters, require no arms nor exces- 
sive preparation. The Word is their sustenance. Oversight 
in instruction and discipline is the office of the Word, from 
whom we learn frugality and humility and all that pertains 
to love of truth, love of man, and love of excellence. 

Our body He [the Lord] calls an organ, and its nerves 
are the strings, by which it has received harmonious ten- 
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flion, and when Btrnck bj the Spirit it gives forth human 
voices. ' Praise him on the clashing cymbals.' He calls 
the tongne the cjmbal of the mouth, which resounds with 
the pulsation of the lips. Therefore he cried to humanity, 
' Let every breath praise the Lord/ because he cares for 
every breathing thing which he hath made. For man's 
[voice] is truly a pacific instrument; while other inBtri>- 
ments, if you investigate, you will find to be warlike, 
inflaming to lusts, or kindling up amours, or rousing wraths 
In their wars, therefore, the Etruscans use the trumpet, th» 
Arcadians the pipe, the Sicilians the pectides, the Cretans 
the lyre, the Lacedaemonians the flute, the Thracians the 
horn, the Egyptians the drum, and the Arabians the cym» 
bal. The one instrument of peace, the word alone by which 
we honor God, is what we employ. We no longer emfJoy 
the ancient psaltry, and trumpet, and timbrel, and ihite, 
which those expert in war and contemners of the fear of 
God were wont to make use of also in the choruses at their 
festive assemblies, that by such strains they might raise 
their dejected minds. If 'thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God,' and then ' thy neighbor,' let its first manifestation be 
toward God in thanksgiving and psalmody, and the second 
toward our neighbor in decorous fellowship*" 
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Cyprian. 

Thascius Cyprian, born about the year 200, was 
highly educated for the profession of a rhetorician ; 
but an intimacy which he had formed with the Car- 
thagenian presbyter, Cecilius, led to his conversion, 
A. D. 246. Only two years subsequent to this event, 
the popular urgeucy, appreciating his great worth, 
elevated him to the post of Bishop of Carthage, 
which position he held during a period of persecution 
until himself suffered martyrdom, in 258. He wrote 
about eighty epistles and quite a number of treatises. 
The extracts which follow are all, except one, from 
the epistles. He has much to say about soldiers, 
whom he earnestly exhorts to be ever on the defen- 
sive — such expressions as those quoted being frequent : 

" It behooves all of Christ's soldiers to keep the precepts 
of their commander. 

Celerinus a companion both of your faith and virtue, and 
Goci's soldier in glorious conquests. 

Soldiers and comrades, steadfast in faith, patient in suf- 
fering, victors under tortures. 

True and spiritual soldiers of Christ, casting down the 
devil by the confession of Christ. 

But in order that the characteristics of the divine may 
shine more brightly by the development of the truth, I will 
give you light to apprehend it, the obscurity caused by sin 
being wiped away. I will draw away the vail from the 



CYPRIAN. 15 

darkness of this hidden world. For a brief space conceive 
yourself to be transported to one of the loftiest peaks of 
some inaccessible mountain, thence gaze on the appearances 
of things below you, and with eyes turned in various direc- 
tions, look upon the eddies of the billowy world, while you 
yourself are removed from earthly contacts — you will at 
once begin to feel compassion for the world, and with self- 
recollection and increasing gratitude to God, you will rejoice 
with all the greater joy that you have escaped it. Consider 
the roads blocked up by robbers, the sea beset with pirates, 
wars scattered all over the earth with the bloody horror of 
camps. The whole world is wet with mutual blood ; and 
murder f which, in the ease of an individtud, 18 admitted to be a 
crime, is called a virtue when it is committed wholesale. Impu- 
nity is claimed for the wicked deeds, not on the plea that 
they are guiltless, but because the cruelty is perpetrated on 
a grand scale." 



Now, here is a Christian bishop who has the cour- 
age and the consistency to say that war is absolute 
murder. If the bishops of this age will cut the iron 
shackles of custom and preferments which bind their 
consciences, they, too, can speak the same thing, and 
war (under whatever pretext waged), with all its 
fearful cost in blood and treasure and seuls of men, 
will cease to-morrow. 

The next quotation refers to the nature of the 
Christian's daily battle — what it is to be crucified 
with Christ, the captain of our salvation — manifest- 
ing that the euffering of death at the stake or upon 
the cross is not necessarily any more an index of 
attainment in grace than is a daily consistent life of 
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holiness, and the faithful endurance of those evils and 
trials which an all- wise Providence permits : 

" In proportion as we grieve over those whom a hostile 
persecution has cast down, in the same proportion we rejoice 
over you whom the devil has not been able to overcome. 
Yet I exhort you by our comn^on faith, by the true and 
simple love of my heart toward you, that, having over- 
come the adversary in this first encounter, you should hold 
fast your glory with a brave and persevering virtue. We 
are still in the world ; we are still placed in the battlefield ; 
we fight daily for our lives. . . We must persevere in 
the straight and narrow road of praise and glory ; and since 
peacefulness and humility and the tranquility of a good 
life is fitting for all Christians, according to the word of 
the Lord, who looks to none other man than to him that is 
poor and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth at his 
word, it the more behooves you confessors [t. e., confirmed 
and tried Christians] who have been made an example to 
the rest of the brethren, to observe and fulfill this, as being 
those whose characters should provoke to imitation the life 
and conduct of all. . . Our Lord * was led as p. sheep 
to the slaughter; and as a lamb before her shearers is 
dumb, so he opened not his mouth.' ' I am not rebellious/ 
says he, 'neither do I gainsay. I gave my back to the 
smiters, and my cheeks to the palms of their hands. I hid 
not my face from the filthiness of spitting.' And dares 
any one now, who lives by and in this very One, lift up him- 
self and be haughty, forgetful as well of the deeds which he 
did, as of the commands which he left to us either by him* 
self or by his apostles ? But if the servant is not greater 
than his Lord, let those who follow the Lord humbly and 
peacefully and silently tread in his steps, since the lower 
one is, the more exalted he may become ; as says the Lord, 
' He that is least among you, the same shall be great.' " 
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Beautiful for strength and fervor is the following : 

" For you, who have become chiefs and leaders in the 
battle of our day, have set forward the standard of the 
cel^tial warfare ; you have made a beginning of the spiritual 
contest which God has purposed to be now waged by your 
valor ; you, with unshaken strength and unyielding firm- 
ness, have broken the first onset of the rising war. . . 
You observe the divine and heavenly commands. This it is 
to be a confessor of the Lord — this constitutes a martyr of 
Christ : to keep, among all evils, the firmness of one's pro- 
fession inviolate and secure." 

The next paragraph is part of the reply to the 
foregoing : 

" Entreat, therefore, beloved Cyprian, that of his mercy 
the Lord will every day more and more adorn every one of 
us with greater abundance and readiness, and will confirm 
and strengthen us by the strength of his power ; and, as a 
good captain, will at length bring forth his soldiers, whom 
he has hitherto trained and proved in the camp of our 
prison, to the field of battle set before them. May he hold 
forth to us the divine arms, those weapons that know not how 
to be conquered — the breastplate of righteousness, which is 
never accustomed to be broken ; the shield of faith, which 
can not be pierced through ; the helmet of salvation, which 
can not be shattered ; and the sword of the Spirit, which has 
never been wont to be injured." 

Cyprian continues : 

" The Lord desired that we should rejoice and leap for 
joy in persecutions, because, when persecutions occur, then 
are given the crowns of faith, then the soldiers of God are 
proved, then the heavens are opened to martyrs. For we 
have not in such a way given our name to warfare that we 
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ought only to'think about peace, and draw back from and 
refuse war, when in this very warfare the Lord walked first — 
the Teacher of humility, and endurance, and suffering — so 
that what he taught to be done, he first of all did ; and 
what he exhorts to suffer, he himself first suffered for us. 
Let it be before jour eyes, beloved brethren, that he who 
alone received all judgment from the Father, and who will 
coiue to judge, has already declared the decree of his judg- 
ment and of his future recognition, foretelling and testify- 
ing that he will confess those before his Father who con- 
fess him., and will deny those who deny him. . . He is 
not alone, whose companion in flight Christ is ; he is not 
alone who, keeping God's temple wheresoever he is, is not 
without God. And if a robber should fall upon you, a fugi- 
tive in the solitude or in the mountains ; if a wild beast 
should attack you ; if hunger, or thirst, or cold should dis- 
tress you, or the tempest and the storm should overwhelm 
you hastening in a rapid voyage over the seas, Christ every- 
tuhere looks upon his soldier fighting ; and for the sake of per- 
secution, for the honor of his name, gives a reward to him 
when he dies, as he has promised that he will give in the 
resurrection. Nor is the glory of martyrdom less that he 
has not perished publicly and before many, since the cause of 
perishing is to perish for Christ, That Witness who proves 
martyrs, and crowns them, suffices for a testimony of his 
martyrdom. 

Anti-Christ is coming, but above him comes Christ also. ' 
The enemy goeth about and rageth, but immediately the 
Lord follows to avenge our sufferings and our wounds. The 
adversary is enraged and threatens, but there is one who 
can deliver us from his hands. He is to be feared whose 
anger no one can escape, as he himself forewarns and says : 
* Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul ; but rather fear him which is able to destroy 
both body and soul in hell." For the secular contest, men 
are trained and prepared, and reckon it a great glory of their 
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honor if it should happen to them to be crowned in the 
«ight of the people and in the presence of the Emperor. 
Behold a lofty and great contest, glorious also with the 
reward of a heavenly crown, inasmuch as God looks upon 
Qs as we struggle, and extending his view over those whom 
he has condescended to make his sons, he enjoys the spec- 
tacle of our contest. God looks upon us in the warfare, 
and fighting in the encounter of faith ; his angels look on 
OS, and Christ looks on us. Let us be armed, beloved 
brethren, with our whole strength, and let us be prepared 
for the struggle, with an uncorrupted mind, with a sound 
faith, with a devoted courage. Let the camp of God go 
forth to the battlefield which is appointed to us. Let the 
sound ones [i, e., the faithful in persecution] be armed, lest 
he that is sound should lose the advantage of having lately 
stood ; let the lapsed also be armed, that even the lapsed 
may regain what he has lost [t. e., by former weakness 
when tried], let honor provoke the whole ; let sorrow pro- 
voke the lapsed to the battle. The Apostle Paul teaches 
us to be armed and prepared, saying: *We wrestle not 
against flesh and blood,' etc. [quotes Ephesians vi : 12-17.] 
Let us take these arms, let us fortify ourselves with these 
spiritual and heavenly safeguards, that in the most evil day we 
may be able to withstand, and to resist the threats of the 
devil ; let us put on the breastplate of righteousness, that 
our breast may be fortified and safe against the darts of 
the enemy ; let our feet be shod with evangelical teaching, 
and armed, so that when the serpent shall begin to be 
trodden and crushed by us, he may not be able to bite and 
trip us up ; let us take also for protection of our head the 
helmet of salvation, that our ears may be guarded from 
hearing the deadly edicts ; that our eyes may be fortified, 
that they may not see the odious images ; that our brow 
may be fortified, so as to keep safe the sign of God ; that 
our mouth may be fortified, that the conquering tongue 
may confess Christ its Lord." 
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"Whatsoever is at the same time sought for by all, the 
God of peace will grant to the peaceful. The adversary 
[t. e., the spirit of persecution] had leapt forth to disturb 
the camp of Christ, with violent terror ; but, with the same 
impetuosity with which he had come, he was beaten back 
and conquered ; and as much fear and terror as he had 
brought, so much bravery and strength he also found. He 
had thought that he could again overthrow the servants of 
God, and agitate them in his accustomed manner, as if they 
were novices and inexperienced — as if little prepared and 
little cautious. He attacked one first, as a wolf had tried 
to separate the sheep from the flock, as a hawk to separate 
the dove from the flying troop ; for he who has not suffi- 
cient strength against all, seeks to gain advantage from the 
solitude of individuals. But when beaten back as well by 
the faith as the vigor of the combined army, he perceived 
that the soldiers of Christ are now watching, and stand 
sober and armed for the battle ; that they can not be con- 
quered, but that they can die ; and that by this very fact 
they are invincible, that they do not fear death ; that they 

DO NOT IN TUBN ASSAtL THEIR ASSAILANTS, SINCE IT 18 
NOT LAWFUL FOR THE INNOCENT EVEN TO KILL THE 

GUILTY ; but that they readily deliver up both their lives 
and their blood ; that since such malice and cruelty rage 
in the world, they may the more quickly withdraw from 
the evil and cruel. What a glorious spectacle was that 
under the eyes of God ! 

Let us be urgent with constant groanings and frequent 
prayers. For these are our heavenly arms which make us to 
stand fast and bravely to persevere. These are the apiriiual 
defemea and divine weapons which defend us. Let us remember 
one another in concord and unanimity. Let us on both 
sides [t. e., Carthage and Bome] always pray for one another. 
Let us relieve burdens and afflictions by mutual love, that 
if any one of us, by the swiftness of divine condescension, 
fihall go hence the first, our love may continue in the pres- 
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€nce of the Lord, and our prayer for our brethren and 
cisters not cease in the presence of our Father's mercy." 

The next citation is from an Address to Demet- 
rianas, the Soman proconsul of Africa. It merits a 
careful reading, inasmuch as it squarely disclaims 
for Christians the right, the lawfulness, or any other 
exculpatory plea of self-defense, even though in 
point of numbers possessing the power to repel their 
assailants ; and, more than that, it specifies an added 
Christian duty, which we owe our enemies, in repay- 
ing them kindness for their hatred : 

" Cease to hurt the servants of God and of Christ with 
your persecutions, since when they are injured the divine 
vengeance defends them. For this reason it is that none of us, 
when he is apprehended^ makes reifistance, nor avenges himself 
against your unrighteous violence^ although our people are numer^ 
ous and plentiful, . . Provide, therefore, while you may, 
for your safety and your life. We offer you the wholesome 
help of our mind and advice. And because we may not 
hate, and we please God more by rendering no return for 
wrong, we exhort you while you have the power, while 
there yet remains to you something of life, to make satis- 
faction to God, and to emerge from the abyss of darkling 
fiuperstition into the bright light of true religion. We do 
not envy your comforts, nor do we conceal the divine 
benefits. We repay kindness for your hatred; and for the 
torments and penalties which are inflicted on us, we point 
out to you the ways of salvation." 

From the treatise "On the Advantage of Pa- 
tience," we may learn somewhat of the experience 
of those who were found ** daily standing in the 
battlefield": 
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"For tjie sweat of the brow and labor, is the condition 
of life so long as it lasts. Nor can there be supplied any 
consolations to those that sweat and toil other than pa- 
tience, which consolations, while in this world they are fit 
and necesBary for all men, are especially so for us who are 
mdre shaken by the siege of the devil, who, daily standing 
in the battlefield, are wearied with the wrestlings of an 
inveterate and skillful enemy; for us who, besides the 
various and continual battles of temptation, must also, in 
the contest of persecutions, forsake our patrimonies, un- 
dergo imprisonment, bear chains, spend our lives, endure 
the sword, the wild beasts, fires, crucifixions — in fine, all 
kinds of torments and penalties, to be endured in the faith 
and courage of patience, as the Lord himself instructs us, 
and says: 'These things have I spoken unto you, Ihat in Me 
ye might have peace. But in the world ye shall have tribu- 
lation ; yet be confident, for I have overcome the world/ 
And if we, who have renounced the devil and the world, 
suffer the tribulations and mischiefs of the devil and the 
world with more frequency and violence, how much more 
ought we to keep patience, wherewith as our helper and 
ally, we may bear all mischievous things? 

Charity is the bond of brotherhood, the foundation of 
peace, the holdfast and security of unity — which is greater 
than both hope and faith — which excels both good works 
and martyrdoms — which will abide with us always, eternal 
with God in the kingdom of heaven. Take from it pa- 
tience, and deprived of it, it does not endure. Take from 
it the substance of bearing and of enduring, and it con- 
tinues with no roots nor strength. The apostle, finally, 
when he would speak of charity, joined to it endurance 
and patience. [Quotes 1 Cor. xiii : 4-7.] Thence he [the 
apostle] shows that it can tenaciously persevere, because it 
knows how to endure all things. And in another place : 
' Forbearing one another,* he says, ' in love, using every 
effort to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace/ 
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He proved that neither unity nor peace could be kept un- 
less brethren should cherish one another with mutual tol- 
eration, and should keep the bond of concord by the inter- 
vention of peace. What beyond? — that you should not 
swear nor curse ; . , that you should love your enemies ; 
that you should offer prayer for your adversaries and per- 
secutors. Can you accomplish these things unless you 
maintain the steadfastness of patience and endurance? 
. . What shall I say of anger, discord, strife, which 
things ought not to be found in a Christian ? Let there be 
patience in the breast, and these things can not have place 
there ; or should they try to enter, they are quickly ex- 
cluded and depart, that a peaceful abode may continue in 
the heart, where it delights the God of peace to dwell. 
Finally, the apostle warns us and teaches us, saying: 
'Grieve not the holy spirit of God, in whom ye are sealed 
unto the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and anger, 
and wrath, and clamor, and blasphemy, be put away from 
you.' For, if the Christian have departed from rage and 
carnal contention as if from the hurricane of the sea, and 
have already begun to be tranquil and meek in the harbor 
of Christ, he ought to admit neither anger nor discord 
within his breast, since he must neither return evil for evil, 
nor bear hatred." 
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VI. 

Tertwllian. 

Of the personal history of Quintus TertuUianus, 
little is known with any certainty, except that he 
"was a presbyter of Carthage, and perhaps also of 
Rome ; that he flourished during the reigns of Sev- 
erus and Caracalla, or between a. d. 193 and 216, 
and that he died about A. d. 220. The works as- 
cribed to his pen, however, are both numerous and 
undoubtedly authentic. 

In his great treatise against the heresy of Marcion, 
he says, when speaking of military metaphors as 
applied to Christ: 

"This interpretation of oura will derive confirmation, 
when, on your supposing that Christ is in any passage 
called a warrior, from the mention of certain arms, and 
expressions of that sort, you weigh well the analogy of 
their other meanings, and draw your conclusions accord- 
ingly. ' Gird on thy sword,* says David, * upon thy thigh.' 
But what do you read about Christ just before? *Thou 
art fairer than the children of men ; grace is poured forth 
upon thy lips.' It amuses me to imagine that blandish- 
ments of fair beauty and graceful lips are ascribed to one 
who had to gird on his sword for vxir / So likewise, when 
it is added, * Ride on prosperously in thy majesty,' the rea- 
son is subjoined — 'Because of truth, and meekness, and 
righteousness.' But who shall produce these results with 
the sword, and not their opposite, rather — deceit, and 
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barsbness, and injury — ^which, it must be confessed, are 
tbe proper ^business of battles? Let us see, therefore, 
Aether that is not some other sword, which has so differ- 
€nt an action. Now the apostle John, in the Apocalypse, 
describes a sword which proceeded from the mouth of God 
as ' a doubly sharp, two-edged one.' This may be under- 
stood to be the divine Word, who is doubly edged with 
the two testamento of the law and the gospel — sharpened 
with wisdom, hostile to the devil, arming us against the 
fipiritual enemies of all wickedness and concupiscence, and 
cutting us off from the dearest objects for the sake of 
God's holy name. If, however, you will not acknowledge 
John, you have our common master, Paul, who girds our 
loins about with truth, and puts on us the breastplate of 
righteousness, and shoes us with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace, not of war ; who bids us take the shield of 
faith, wherewith we may be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the devil, and the helmet of salvation and the 
sword of the Spirit, which (he says) is the word of God.' 
It is this sword the Lord himself came to send on earth, 
and not peace." 

He illustrates how this sword, not being aimed at 
the body for its destruction, may result in spiritual 
life : 

"* Thine arrows are sharp' — everywhere thy precepts fly 
about, thy threatenings also, and convictions of heart, 
pricking and piercing each conscience. * The people shall 
fall under thee' — that is, in adoration. This is the Cre- 
ator's Christ, mighty in war, and a bearer of arms ; thus 
also does he now take the spoils, not of Samaria alone, but 
of all nations. Acknowledge, then, that his spoils are figu- 
rative, since you have learned that his arms are alle- 
gorical." 
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Inferentially, then, this reasoning applies in every 
way to Christ's followers : for inasmuch as he was 
not a warrior (carnally understood) neither can his 
professed disciples be such, else will the branches be 
of a diverse sort from the body. His words are, 
"Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch can 
not bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine, 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me." History 
exemplifies how sadly Christian nations have failed 
to bear this Christly fruit — how truly their practice 
is left-handed at the best, while the right hand of 
power grasps the sword, ** taking the spoils of all 
nations" at the cannon's mouth. 

But lest this Christ (whom Tertullian endeavors to 
show is the Son of the one God of the Jews, and 
hence in accord with him in all his acts) should not 
be esteemed as a simply beneficent Being, \fho, 
though he now forbids, at our hands, retaliation for 
injuries, by no means intends that wickedness or 
aggression should ultimately pass unnoted or unpun- 
ished, the writer further explains, in reference to his 
judicial character, as follows : 

" ' Love your enemies, and bless those which hate you, 
and pray for them which calumniate you.' These com- 
mands (of Christ) the Oreator included in one precept by 
his prophet Isaiah : ' Say, yls are our brethren, to those 
who hate jou.' For if they who are our enemies, and hate 
us, and calumniate us, are to be called our hrtthren, surely 
he did in effect bid us bless them that hate us^ and pray 
for them that calumniate us, when he instructed us to 
reckon them as brethren. Well, hut Christ plainly teaches 
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a new kind of patience, when he actually prehibilB the 
reprisals which the Creator permitted in requiring * an eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth/ and bids us, on the 
contrary, ' to him who smiteth us on the one cheek to offer 
the other also, and to give up our coat to him that taketh 
away our cloak.' No doubt these are supplementary addi- 
tions by Christ, but they are quite in keeping with the 
teaching of the Creator. And therefore this question must 
at once be determined, whether the discipline of patience 
be enjoined by the Creator? When by Zechariah he com- 
manded, * Let none of you imagine evil against his 6?'o/A6?-,» 
he did not expressly include his neighbor; but then, in an- 
other passage he does say, * Let none of you imagine evil 
in your hearts against his neighbor,' He who counselled 
that an injury should be forgotten, was still more likely to 
counsel the patient endurance of it. But then, when he 
said, * Vengeance is mine, and I will repay,' he thereby 
teaches that patience calmly waits for the infliction of 
[divine] vengeance. Therefore, inasmuch as it is incred- 
ible that the same God should seem to require ' a tooth for 
a tooth, and an eye for an eye,' in return for an injury, 
who forbids not only all reprisals, but even a revengeful 
thought or recollection of an injury, in so far does it be- 
come plain to us in what sense he required ' an eye for an 
eye,' etc. — not, indeed, for the purpose of permitting the 
repetition of the injury by retaliating it, which it virtually 
prohibited when it forbade vengeance ; but for the purpose 
of restraining the injury in the first instance, which it had 
forbidden on pain of retaliation or reciprocity ; so that 
every man, in view of the permission to inflict a second 
[or retaliatory] injury, might abstain from the commission 
of the first [or provocative] wrong. . . Thus, whatever 
[new provision] Christ introduced, he did* it not in oppo- 
sition to the law, but rather in furtherance of it, without 
at all impairing the prescription of the Creator. If, there- 
fore, one looks carefully into the very grounds for which 
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patience is enjoined — enjoined to such a full and complete 
•extent — one finds that it can not stand if it is not the pre- 
cept of the Creator, who promises vengeance, who presenU 
'himself as the jvdge (in the case). 

You suppose that he is predicted as a military and 
armed warrior, instead of one who, in a figurative and al- 
legorical sense, was to wage a spiritual warfare against 
spiritual enemies, in spiritual campaigns, and with spirit- 
ual weapons. When in one man alone you discover a 
multitude of demons calling itself 'Legion,' of course 
comprised of spirits, you should learn that Christ also 
must he understood to he an exterminator of spiritual foes, 
who wields spiritual arms, and fights in spiritual strife; 
and that it was none other than he who now had to con- 
tend with even a legion of demons. Therefore, it is of such 
a war as this that the psalm may evidently have spoken : 
* The Lord is strong, the Lord is mighty in battle.' For 
with the last enemy, death, did he fight, and through the 
trophy of the cross he triumphed." 

Now, as Christ in the flesh forbade any defense of 
himself by carnal weapons, manifesting to the world 
that his defenses and conquests must needs appropri- 
ately be by spiritual means, so must his followers 
faithfully accept that example, while recognizing in 
its verity the cautionary declaration, "The disciple 
is not above his master, nor the servant above 
his lord." At the same time -that Christ uttered 
this saying, he forewarned his disciples that persecu- 
tions and death were to be their portion ; yet, as fol- 
lowers of him, and therefore Christians, their souls 
jsaved through his grace, they needed not to fear (he 
^dded) ** them which kill the body, but are not able 
•to kill the soul." Pleaders for an inherent right of 
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self-defense in man (including the Christian) will no- 
where discover in the sacred record of Christ's sayings- 
any countenance for such a belief as they assume; but, 
on the contrary, they will find that while constant 
attenticm is enjoined to the defense of their soids from 
the wiles of the devil, the preservation of the body is- 
a matter of secondary moment. As in Christ's time 
and in Tertullian's, so even unto our day this saying 
must continue equally truthful: **He that findeth 
his life shall lose it, and he that loseth his life for my 
sake shall find it." 

Thus TertuUian, in remarking upon the perishing 
of the righteous, who were to receive the recompense 
of their reward from God, says : 

" When does this more frequently happen than in the 
persecution of his saints? This, indeed, is no ordinary 
matter, no common casualty of the law of nature; but it 
is that illustrious devotion, that fighting for the faith, 
whejrein whosoever loses his life for God, saves it ; so that 
you may here recognize the Judge who recompenses the evU 
gain oj life with its destruclion, and the good loss thereof with its 
salvationJ* 

In explaining Zechariah ix: 15, 16, he remarks: 

"No one gives the name of sheep to those who fall in 
battle with arms in hand, and while repelling force with 
force ; but only to those who are slain, yielding them- 
selves UP IN THEIR OWN PLACE OP DUTY WITH PA- 
TIENCE, BATHER THAN FIGHTING IN SELF-DEFENSE. In- 

short, as Zechariah says, ' they roll as sacred stones/ and 
not like soldiers fight. Stones are they, even foundation 
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stones, upon which we are ourselves edified — * built/ as St. 
Paul says, 'upon the foundation of the apostles/ who, like 
consecrated stones, were rolled up and down, exposed to 
the attack of all men." 

The treatise, De Spectacvlis, was written by way of 
caution to certain of the Christians who were in the 
habit of attending the theatre and circus, and the 
gladiatorial exhibitions at the amphitheatre; and the 
following extract is introduced here, not so much 
for its reference to the subject in hand, as because 
TertuUian instructively answers what is a very com- 
mon objection advanced by many of the Church of 
our day, in that they will not believe that the Bible 
prohibits any specific act, unless they can read it 
thereout in so many words. Such are they, for in- 
stance, who will not believe that the abundance of 
New Testament passages which do virtually disallow 
the taking of life, have any such meaning unless 
some one of them may be phrased that it shall read 
nearly thus: "Thou art not permitted upon any 
account to take the life of a fellow-being, even upon 
the plausible plea of saving thy own." He says : 

. " Fortified hj this knowledge against heathen views, let 
us rather turn to the unworthy reasonings of our own 
people. For the faith of some, either too simple or too 
scrupulous, demands direct authority from Scripture for 
giving up the shows, and holds out that the matter is a 
doubtful one, because such abstinence is not clearly and in 
words imposed upon God^s servants. Well, we never find 
it expressed with the same precision, 'Thou shalt not enter 
circus or theatre, thou shalt not look on combat or show,' 
as it is plainly laid down, ' Thou shalt not kill ; thou shalt 
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not worship an idol ; thoa shalt not commit adultery or 
fraud.' But we find that the first word of David bears on 
this yerj sqrt of thing: * Blessed/ he says, 'is the man who 
has not gone into the assembly of the impious, nor stood 
in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of scorners.' . . 
Ood certainly forbids us to hate even with a reason for 
our hating ; for he commands us to love our enemies. God 
forbids us to curse, though there be some ground for doing 
eo, in commanding that those who curse us we are to bless. 
But what is more merciless than the circus, when people 
do not spare eyen their rulers and fellow-citizens? .. 
If the literature of the stage delight you, we have litera- 
ture in abundance of our own — ^plenty of verses, sentences, 
fiongs, proverbs ; and these not fabulous, but true ; not 
tricks of art, but plain realities. Would you have also 
fightings and wrestlings ? Well, of these there is no lack- 
ing, and they are not of slight account. Behold unchastity 
overcome by chastity, perfidy slain by faithfulness, cruelty 
stricken by compassion, impudence thrown into the shade 
by modesty : these are the contests we have among us, and 
in these we win our crowns. BiU would you have something of 
blood too f Tou have ChrisfaJ^ 

The following is from the essay Ad Scapidam, ad- 
dressed to the Christians' persecutors : 

" We are not in any great perturbation or alarm about 
the persecutions we sufier from the ignorance of men ; for 
we have attached ourselves to this sect, fully accepting the 
terms of its covenant, so that, as men whose very lives are 
not their own, we engage in these conflicts, our desire being 
to obtain God's promised rewards, and our dread lest the 
wo€s with which he threatens an unchristian life should 
overtake us. So we shrink not from the grapple with your 
utmost rage, coming even forth of our own accord to the 
contest; and condemnation gives us more pleasure than 



32 TBRTULLIAN. 

acquittal. We have sent, therefore, this tract to you in no 
alarm about ourselves, but in much concern for you and 
all our enemies, to say nothing of our friends ; for our 
religion commands us to love even our enemies, and to pray 
for those who persecute us, aiming at a perfection all it» 
own, and seeking in its disciples something of a higher 
type than the commonplace goodness of the world. For 
all love those who love them ; it is peculiar to Christians 
alone to love those who hate them. ... So all the 
more we pray for the imperial well-being, as those who seek 
it at the hands of Him who is able to bestow it. And one 
would think it must be abundantly clear to you that the 
religious system under whose rules we act is one inculca- 
ting a divine patience ; since, though our numbers are so 
great — constituting all but the majority in every city — we 
conduct ourselves so quietly and modestly ; I might per- 
haps say, known rather as individuals than as organized 
communities, and remarkable only for the reformation of 
our former vices." 

To almost every one reading such testimony as the 
above, the reflection must arise, that, if the peaceful 
steadfastness of Christians, " remarkable only for the 
reformation of [their] former vices," resulted, during 
less than three centuries when terrible persecutions 
abounded, in their " constituting all but the majority 
in every city," what now should be their numerical 
status after the lapse of over eighteen centuries? We 
all know that the fair promise of those early centuries 
has not been realized — that there has been a falling 
away, it may be in "steadfastness," or in the " refor- 
mation of vices," or yet again from lack of persecu- 
tion. And this falling away began when the Church, 
or more correctly its semblance, seizing the sceptre 
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of carnal power, severed its connection with the 
divine patience of the saints, and itself panoplied as 
warrior and persecutor, launched forth into a long 
dark night of apostasy. 

The "Apologeticus," addressed to the rulers and 
magistrates of the Koman empire, is an able defense 
of the Christian religion, and contains — upon the 
essential tenet of peacefulness— the following noble 
testimony: 

" We never do any good with respect of persons ; for in 
our own interest we conduct ourselves as those who take no 
payment of either praise or premium from man, but from 
God, who both requires and remunerates an impartial 
benevolence. We are the same to emperors as to our ordi- 
nary neighbors. For we are equally forbidden to wish ill, 
to do ill, to speak ill, to think ill of all men. If we are 
enjoined, then, to love our enemies, as I have remarked 
above, whom have we to hate ? If injured, we are forbidden 
to retaliate, lest we become as bad ourselves : who [then] 
can suffer injury at our hands ? In regard to this, recall 
your own experiences. How often you inflict gross cruel- 
ties on Christians, partly because it is your own inclination, 
and partly in obedience to the laws I How often, too, the 
hostile mob, paying no regard to you, takes the law into its 
own hand, and assails us with stones and flames I With 
the very frenzy of the Bacchanals, they do not even spare 
the Christian dead, but tear them now sadly changed, no 
longer entire, from the rest of the tomb, from the asylum, 
we might say, of death, cut them in pieces, rend them 
asunder. Yet, banded together as we are, ever so ready io 
sacrifice our lives, what single case of bevenge for 

INJUSY ABE YOU ABLE TO FOIKT TO, though, if it Were 

held right among us to repay evil by evil, a single night, 
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vith a torch or two, could achieye an ample vengeance ? 
But away wUh (he idea of a sect divine avenging itself by human 
fireSf or shrinking from the sufferings in which it is tried/ If we 
desired, indeed, to act the part of open enemies, not merely 
of secret avengers, woald there be any lacking in strength, 
whether of numbers or resources ? We are but of yesterday, 
and we have filled every place among you — cities, islands, 
fortresses, towns, market-places, the very camp, tribes, 
companies, palace, senate, forum — we have left nothing to 
you but the temple of your gods. For what wars should 
we not be fit — not eager— «ven with unequal forces, we who 
so willingly yield ourselves to the sword^ if in our religion 
it were not counted better to be slain than to slay ? With- 
out arms even, and raising no insurrectionary banner, but 
simply in enmity to you, we would carry on the contest 
with you by an ill-willed severance alone. For if such 
multitudes of men were to break away from yon, and 
betake themselves to some remote corner of the world, why, 
the very loss of so many citizens, whatever sort they were, 
would cover the empire with shame; nay, in the very 
forsaking, vengeance would be inflicted. Why, you would 
be horror-struck at the solitude in which you would find 
yourselves, at such an all-prevailing silence, and that stupor 
as of a dead world 1 " 

And when our author adds, ** We (tcknowledge one 
oUrenibracing commonwealth — ihe toorld" he makes 
manifest, by implication, that pernicious root of 
enmity and fomentor of wars — the clannish jealousy, 
the cry of State or party, or the ultra-sectarian 
spirit — which will not recognize in a man a "brother," 
the world over. And fiirther he says : 

" Hippias is put to death laying plots against the State, 
[but] no Christian ever attempted such a thing in behalf 
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of hifl bretHren, even when persecution was scattering 
them abroad with eyery atrocity. • . We meet together 
as an assemblj and congregation, that, offering up prayer 
to Gk>d as with united force, we may wrestle with him in 
our supplications. This violence God delights in. We 
pray, too, for the emperors, for their ministers, and for all 
in authority, for the welfare of the world, for the preva- 
lence of peace. . . Bat it is mainly the deeds of a love 
so noble that lead many to put a brand upon us. * See 
[they say] hew they love one another ' — for themselves are 
animated by mutual hatred ; * how they are ready even to 
die for one another ' — for they will sooner put to death , 
And they are wroth with us, too, because we call each other 
brethren ; for no other reason, as I think, than because 
among themselves names of consanguinity are assumed in 
mere pretence of affection. But we* are your brethren as 
well by the law of our common mother nature, though you 
are hardly men, because brothers so unkind." 

Before proceeding further, I wish here to state 
that I do not indorse the assertion of some who say 
that we have no authentic knowledge of a " Chris- 
tian " having served as a soldier during the first three 
centuries of the Christian era. In the " Apologet- 
icus," TertuUian speaks of a letter of *' Marcus 
Aurelius, that most grave of emperors, in which he 
bears his testimony that that Germanic drought 
was removed by the rains obtained through the 
prayers of the Christians who chanced to be fighting 
under him." There are a few other allusions which 
make the fad itself indisputable ; but none the less 
is it certain that such practices were reprobated by 
the "fathers" of the Church — and not only repro- 
bated, but really treated as ways which were " not 
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of the body" — as has been already abundantly 
shown, and as I will presently yet farther exhibit by 
evidence still more forcible. The large majority of 
the Christian converts had never previously thought 
of war as anything else but a necessary condition of 
society — a stricken man or nation was but executing 
a normal law of nature, in striking back — ^and hence 
it is not to be wondered at that some of them, so 
recently idolaters, " chanced (aa TertuUian remarked) 
to be fighting." Some, also, who were artisans, con- 
tinued the manufacture of ornaments intended for 
idols — some had not yet discontinued attendance at 
the circus, the shows, and the amphitheatre. Never- 
theless, while the powerful bias of habit and of prior 
education were duly considered, these were not held 
as any extenuation for sin nor as palliating a contin- 
uance in the wrong-doing, so soon as the way of truth 
had been clearly indicated. For it was with just 
such errors and pernicious customs that Christianity 
then had Qas it has now and ever will continue to 
maintain) an imdying controversy and spiritual war- 
fare — even while its militant mission lasts. Hence 
these weak or lapsed converts-^for they did not con- 
stitute the great and responsible body of the new 
religionists— are earnestly enjoined, by those who 
had attained to the full knowledge of Christ, to come 
out from such evil or unworthy practices : precisely 
as those of our day, claiming to be ministers of a 
gospel, pre-eminently of peace, should be found faith- 
ful in handing forth spiritual food to their flocks, lest 
they wander into lamentably devious and dangerous 
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by-ways. Self-Defense and Self Assertion are stiles 
that open out from the narrow way of the cross. 
Into those the carnal champions of the Church stum- 
bled and fell full fifteen centuries ago, and, sorry to 
say, their descendants still wander in the tortuous 
mazes, unmindful of the preachers and apostles of a 
Christ-taught love and peace, who have stood as 
beacon-lights along the straight and narrow way. 
But to continue the evidence. 

In that brief section of the treatise on "Idolatry*' 
which refers to the "military service," TertuUian 
condemns the latter practice as not lawful for the 
Christian (even though no idolatrous sacrifices be 
required of him), unless he be willing to fight under 
" the standard of the devil." Those are TertuUian's 
strong words, not mine. The reader will note the 
italicised phrase, in the quotation below, which appar- 
ently forbids not only bearing arms (which would 
involve "capital punishments"), but even such 
service of "inferior grade," as probably that of team- 
sters and sutlers, hospital attendants and camp 
servants. 

'* Bat now inquiry is made about this point, whether a 
believer may turn himself unto military service, and 
whether the military may be admitted unto the faith, even 
the rank and file, or each inferior grade^ to whom there is no neee^ 
tUyfor taking part in sacrifices or capital punishments. There is 
no agreement between the divine and the human sacrament, 
the standard of Christ and the standard of the devil, the 
camp of light and the camp of darkness. One soul can not 
be due to two lords — God and Csesar. And yet " — TertuI- 
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lian adds, referring to the rod, budkle, and belt of the 
soldier — "Moses carried a rod, and Aaron wore s buckle, 
and John Baptist is girt with leather ; and Joshaa, the son 
of Nun, leads a line of march ; and the people warred — ^if 
it pleases you to sport with the subject. Bvi how wUl a 
Christian man war ; nay^ how wUl he serve even in peace^ wUhout 
a sword, which the Lord has taken away f For albeit soldiers 
had come unto John, and had received the formula of their 
rule ; albeit, likewise, a centurion had believed ; still, thb 
Lord afterward, in disarming Peter, xtnbelted everit 
SOLDIER. No dress is lawful among us, if assigned to any 
unlawful action." 



Subjoined are pertinent extracts from the essay on 
"Patience'*: 

" Bevenge, in the estimation of error \i, 6., of the world 
and its erroneous philosophies], seems a solace of pain^ 
in the estimation of truth, it is convicted of malignity. 
For what difference is there between provoker and pro* 
yoked, except that the former is detected as prior in evil 
doing, but the latter as posterior ? Yet each stands im- 
peached of hurting a man, in the eye of the Lord, who* 
prohibits and condemns eoery wickedness; In evil doing 
there is no account taken of ord&Ty nor does flojce separate* 
what similarity conjoins. And the principle is absolute — 
that evil is ruit to be repaid with evil. Like deed involves 
like merit. How shall we observe that principle, if in our 
loathing we shall not loathe revenge ? What honor, more- 
over, shall we be offering to the Lord God, if we arrogate 
to ourselves the arbitrament of vengeance ? . . How offc 
has impatience repented of its revenge I How oft has its 
vehemence been found worse than the causes which led to- 
it I — inasmuch as nothing undertaken with impatience can 
be effected without impetuosity ; nothing done with impet- 
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nosity fails either to Btumble, or to fall altogether, or else 
to vanish headlong. Moreover, if you avenge yourself too 
slightly, you will be mad ; if too amply, you will have to 
bear the burden. What have I to do with vengeance, the 
measure of which, through impatience of pain, I am unable 
to regulate ? Whereas, if I shall repose on patience, I shall 
not fed pain ; if I shall not feel pain, I shall not dmre to 
avenge myself." 

The direct question as to the lawfulness, under 
Christ's government, of a soldier's occupation, is still 
farther considered in the essay "De Corona" — the 
subject being introduced by the narrative of a recent 
incident in the imperial camp. It is graphically told 
as follows : 

" Very lately it happened thus : The bounty of our most 
excellent emperors [referring to Severus and his sons] was 
being dispensed in the camp ; the soldiers, laurel-crowned, 
were approaching. One of them, more a soldier of God, 
more steadfast than the rest of his brethren, who hod imag^ 
ined they could serve two masters, his head alone uncovered, the 
useless crown in his hand — already even by that peculiarity 
known to every one as a Christian — was nobly conspicuous. 
Accordingly, all began to mark him out, jeering him at a 
distance, gnashing on him near at hand. The murmur is 
wafted to the tribune, even as the person is leaving the 
ranks. The tribune at once puts the question to him, 
Why are you so different in your attire ? He declared thai 
he had bo liberty to wear the crown with the rest. Being 
urgently asked his reasons therefor, he answered, ' I am a 
GhbistianI' O, soldier, boasting thyself in God I Then 
was the case considered and voted on ; the matter was 
thence remitted to a higher tribunal, and the offender con- 
ducted to the prefects. At once as he put away the heavy 
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cloak, hig disburdening commenced ; he loosed from his 
foot the military shoe, beginning to stand upon holy- 
ground — he gave up the sword, which was not necessary 
either for the protection of our Lord — from his hand like- 
wise dropped the laurel crown ; and now, purple-clad with . 
the hope of his own blood [being shed] — shod with the 
preparation of the gospel — girt with the sharper word of 
God — completely equipped in the apostle's armor, and 
crowned more worthily with the white crown of martyr- 
dom, he awaits in prison the largess of Christ." 

After treating at length and with reprobation of 
this heathen custom of crowning, which Tertullian 
states was a device of the Roman soldiers, taken 
from the common custom of the world— a practice 
which the people of God never allowed, either on 
the occasion of public rejoicing or to gratify innate 
luxury — he says : 

'*'To begin with the real ground of the military crown, 
1 think we must firsl inquire whether warfare is proper at 
all for Christians. What sense is there in discussing the 
merely accidental, when that on which it rests is to be con- 
demned ? Do we believe it lawful for a human oath to be 
added to one divine, and for a man to come under promise 
to another master after Christ? . . Shall ii be held lawful 
to make an occupation o/ the sword, when the Lord prodainw that 
he who uses the sword shall perish by the sword t And shall the 
«on of peace take part in the battle when it does not become 
him even to sue at law ? And shall he apply the chain, and 
the prison, and the torture, and the punishment, who is not 
the avenger even of his own wrongs? Shall he, forsoothi 
either keep watch-service for others more than for Christ, 
or shall he do it on the Lord's day, when he does not do it 
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for Christ himself? . . Of coarse, if faith comes later, 
«nd finds any preoccupied with military service, their case 
is different, as in the instance of those whom Christ used to 
f^ceive for baptism, and of those most faithful centuri- 
ons — ^I mean the centurion whom Christ approves, and the 
centurion whom Peter instructs; yet, at the same time, 
when a man has become a believer, and faith has been 
«ealed, there must either be an immediate abandonment of U, which 
Jioa been the course with many, or aU sorts of quibbling wUl have 
io be resorted to in order to avoid offending God" 



VII. 

ArnoMus. 

Arnobius flourished in the beginning of the fourth 
century, partly during the reign of the Emperor 
Diocletian. At Sicca- Veneria, an important (though 
notoriously wicked) city, lying on the Kumidian bor- 
der, eouth-west of Carthage,, he taught rhetoric with 
much success. He was bom a pagan and idolator, 
but embraced the new religion, and most probably 
perished in the last persecution against the Christians. 
In his one large work, ** Adversus Gentes," reply- 
ing to the charge that the wars, famines, pestilences, 
etc., which had latterly prevailed, were to be attrib- 
uted to the new religion, he says : 
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'* Although yon allege that those wars which you speak 
of were excited through hatred of our religion, it would 
not be difficult to prove, that after the name of Christ was 
heard in the world, not only were they not increased, but 
they were even in a great measure diminished by the re- 
straining of furious passions. For since we, a numerous 
band of men as we are, have learned from his teaching 
and his laws that evil ought not to be requited with evil — 
that it is better to suffer wrong than to inflict it — that we 
should rather shed our own blood than stain our hands and 
our consciences with that of another, — an ungrateful world 
is now for a long period enjoying a benefit from Christ, in-* 
asmuch as by his means the rage of savage ferocity has 
been softened, and has begun to withhold hostile hands 
from the blood of a fellow-creature. But if all, without 
exception, who feel that they are men not in form of body 
but in power of reason, would lend an ear for a little to 
his salutary and peaceful rules, and would not, in the 
pride and arrogance of enlightenment, trust to their own 
senses rather than to his admonitions, the whole world, 
having turned the use of steel into more peaceful occupa- 
tions, would now be living in the most placid tranquility, 
and would unite in blessed harmony, maintaining inviolate 
the sanctity of treaties." 

Let not Christians continue to deplore that '' while 
mankind are still so wicked we must needs sustain 
907116 wars f but let them evince the sincerity of their 
soul's yearning for a world-wide peace, by saying 
with Amobius, that " we should ratiier shed our own 
blood than stain our hands and our consciences with 
that of another " — say it, too, in that forgiviog spirit 
which will permit them to ejaculate with him : " Grant 
pardon, O King Supreme, to those who persecute thy 
servants." 
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The following passage is in answer to those who 
are supposed to say to the Christians, " As you serve 
the Almighty God, and trust that he cares for your 
safety and salvation, why does he suffer you to be 
exposed to such storms of persecution and to undergo- 
all kinds of punishments and tortures ?'' 

"The cause is plain and manifest. For no hope ha» 
been held out to ns with respect to this life, nor has any 
help been promised or aid decreed ns for what belongs to 
the husk of this flesh — nay, more, we have been taught to> 
esteem and valne lightly all the threats of fortune, what- 
ever they be ; and if ever any very grievous calamity has- 
assailed us, to count as pleasant in that misfortune the end 
which must follow, and not to fear or flee from it, that w& 
may be the more easily released from the bonds of the 
body, and escape from our darkness and blindness. There- 
fore, that bitterness of persecution of which you speak i» 
our deliverance and not persecution, and our ill-treatment 
will not bring evil upon us, but will lead us to the light of 
liberty. As if some senseless and stupid fellow were to* 
think that he never punished a man who had been put into 
prison with severity and cruelty, unless he were to rage 
against the very prison, break its stones in pieces, and 
bum its roof, its wall, its doors ; and strip, overthrow and 
dash to the ground its other parts, not knowing that thua 
he was giving light to him whom he seemed to be injuring^ 
and was taking from him the accursed darkness ; in like 
manner, you, too, by the flames, banishments, tortures and 
monsters with which you tear in pieces and rend asunder 
our bodies, do not rob us of life, but relieve us of our 
skins, not knowing that as far as you assault and seek to 
rage against these our shadows and forms, so far you free- 
us from pressing and heavy chains, and cutting our bonds^ 
make us fly up to the light." 
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VIII. 

Lactantiws. 

This early Christian writer and rhetorician was 
born about the middle of the third century. The 
place of his nativity is somewhat uncertain, but it is 
supposed to have been at the Italian city of Firmium 
on the Adriatic. He was a worthy pupil of Arno- 
bius, the teacher of rhetoric of Sicca- Veneria, near 
Carthage ; but subsequently, his fame having eclipsed 
even that of his preceptor, he was invited by Diocle- 
tian to settle at Nicomedia, the Emperor's favorite 
<city on the Bosphorus, and to practice there his art. 

Nevertheless — and probably owing to the adversi- 
ties which his royal patron met with at the hands of 
Galerius, that rough and hard-featured Dacian of the 
Danube — ^Lactantius was reduced to poverty, and 
while in that strait became a convert to the Christian 
religion. Then could he speak in the impassioned 
strain of Amobius, himself a pagan bom : " O blind- 
ness I but lately I worshiped images just brought 
from furnaces, gods made on anvils, and forged with 
hammers I now^ led by so great a Teacher into the 
ways of truth, I know what these things are." Upon 
the discomfiture of the enemies of Constantine, the 
elevation of the latter to the imperial purple, iud 
the proclamation of Christianity as the religion of the 
empire, the (worldly) fortunes of Lactantius wei'e 
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again in the ascendant, and he became preceptor to 
Crispus, Constantine's son. He died about A. d. 325, 
in the province of Gaul. 

The principal work of Lactantius is the ** Divine 
Institutes," being a treatise in seven books, upon the 
true religion, wherein are demonstrated the gross- 
ness and falsity of the pagan system, and, contrasted 
therewith, the nature of righteousness and the true 
worship of God. It is the purpose of the present 
article, however, merely to consider th's primitive 
Christian's views upon one topic of so voluminous a 
subject as that which he presented to the considera- 
tion of the pagan world, namely, whether self-defense 
(by implication, ncdional as well as personal) is per- 
missible in those claiming to be Christ's followers — 
whether the use of deadly weapons as against a fel- 
low-being is, under any circumstances, divinely 
warranted. 

The extracts which follow are all from the treatise 
above referred to. It appears conclusive from these 
that Lactantius, in common with the primitive 
Christians, as a body, considered that carnal warfare- 
waa, for them, not lawful. To present the subject 
frankly, however, it should be stated that there is 
extant a relation, attributed to Lactantius, of ** the 
manner in which Persecutors died," and in which are 
described the lamentable experiences and *'just 
deserts'' of Diocletian, Maximian, Maxentius, Gale- 
rius, and the other principal enemies of Constantine — 
referring their tribulations, it is true, to the mighty 
**Iiand of God," and yet not condemning Constan- 
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tine for his endeavors to establish Christianity by the 
mjDord, The reader can presently judge for himself 
vhat were the convictions of Lactantius upon the 
latter method of action. Assuming the ''relation " to 
be his writing, we may rightly infer, I think, that in 
consequence of his position in the Emperor's house- 
hold, he considered it expedient, under the circum- 
stances, to refer, as he did, the downfall of the pagan 
opponents of Constantine to the conquering arm of 
the Almighty. Yet hitherto the conquests of Chris- 
tianity, rapid and marvelous as they were, were 
brought about by the ** sword of the Spirit." Hence 
we believe that the victorious Constantine made a 
grievous mistake in spurning the spiritual weapon ; 
and well might it have been for the world had the 
eloquent lips of Lactantius told him so. 

Speaking of the indignities and tortures imposed 
upon the Christians, Lactantius intimates to the 
teachers of the pagan philosophy that " they should 
undertake the defense of their gods, lest, if our 
affairs increase — as they do increase daily — theirs 
should be deserted, together with their shrines and 
vain mockeries ; and since they can effect nothing 
by violence — for the religion of God is increased the 
more it is oppressed — let them rather act by the use 
of reason and exhortations. . . There is no occa- 
sion for violence and injury, for religion can not be 
imposed by force; the matter must be carried on by 
words rather than by blows, that the will may be 
affected. Let them unsheathe the weapon of their 
intellect ; if their system is true, let it be asserted. 
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« . For they are aware that there is nothing 
amoDg men more excellent than religion, and that 
this ought to be defended with the whole of our 
power ; but as they are deceived in the matter of 
religion itself, so also are they in the manner of its 
defense. For religion is to be defended, not by 
putting to death, but by dying ; not by cruelty, but 
by patient endurance; not by guilt, but by good 
faith ; for the former belong to evils, but the latter 
to goods ; and it is necessary for that which is good 
to have place in religion, and not that which is evil. 
For if you wish to defend religion by bloodshed, and 
by tortures, and by guilt, it will no longer be 
defended, but will be polluted and profaned.** 

"Let us suppose that this duty of defending the good 
belongs only to the good man. Yet to undertake it, is 
«asy ; to fulfill it, is difficult : because when you have com- 
mitted yourself to a contest and an encounter, the victory 
is placed at the disposal of God, not in your own power. 
And for the most part the wicked are more powerful both 
in number and in combination than the good, so that it is 
not so much virtue which is necessary to overcome them 
as good fortune. Is any one ignorant how often the better and 
the juster side has been overcome f . . It is not virtue, 
therefore, either to be the enemy of the bad or the defender 
of the good, because virtue can not be subject to uncertain 
chances." 

As opposed to the brotherhood of mankind at 
large, he objects to this saying of a pagan author : 
** Reckon the interests of our country as having the first 
place.'* It partly corresponds with the modern 



48 LACTANTIUS. 

patriot's cry, "Our country, right or wrong." Of 
the fallacy and selfishness of such a plea, he thus 
speaks : 

" When the agreement [concord] of men is taken away, 
virtue has no existence at all ; for what are the interests of 
our country but the inconveniences of another state or 
nation ? That is, to extend the boundaries which are vio- 
lently taken from others, to increase the power of the state, 
to improve the revenues — all which things are not virtues, 
but the overthrowing of virtues. For, in the first place, the 
union of human society is taken away, innocence is taken 
away, the abstaining from the property of another is taken 
away; lastly, justice itself is taken away, which is unable 
to bear the tearing asunder of the human race, and where- 
ever arms have glittered, must be banished and extermin- 
ated from thence. This saying of Cicero is true: 'But 
they who say that regard is to be had to citizens, but that 
it is not to be had to foreigners, these destroy the common 
society of the human race; and when this is removed, 
beneficence, liberality, kindness and justice are entirely 
taken away.' For how can a man be just who injures, who 
hates, who despoils, who puts to death? Yet they who 
strive to be serviceable to their country do all these things; 
for they are ignorant of what this being serviceable is, who 
think nothing useful, nothing advantageous, but that 
which can be held by the hand ; and this alone can not be 
held, because it may be snatched away. 

Whoever, then, has gained for his country these ' goods ^ 
[as they themselves call them] — that is, who by the over* 
throw of cities and the destruction of nations has filled the 
treasury with money, and has taken lands and enriched his 
countrymen — he is extolled with praises to the heaven ; in 
him there is said to be the greatest and perfect virtue.. 
And this is the error not only of the people and the ignor- 
ant, but also of philosophers, who even give precepts for 
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injustice, lest folly and wickedness should be wanting in 
discipline and authority. Therefore, when they are speak- 
ing of the duties relating to warfare, all that discourse is 
accommodated neither to justice nor to true virtue, but to 
this life and to civil institutions." 

He proceeds to sbow that even the palpable guilti- 
ness and rancorous behavior of our enemies do not 
suffice as grounds for hating them, but that these 
rather become an occasion for the manifestation of 
kindness, by reason of our common brotherhood. 

" Kindness is the greatest bond of human society ; and 
he who has broken this is to be deemed impious, and a 
parricide. For if we all derive our origin from one man, 
whom God created, we are plainly of one blood ; and, there- 
fore, it must be considered the greatest wickedness to hate 
a man, even though guilty. On which account God has 
enjoined that enmities are never to be contracted by us^ 
but that they are always to be removed, so that we soothe 
those who are our enemies, by reminding them of their 
relationship. Likewise, if we are all inspired and animated 
by one God, what else are we than brothers ? And, indeed , 
the more closely united, because we are united in soul, 
rather than in body. Accordingly Lucretius does not err 
when he says : * In short we are all sprung from a heavenly 
seed — all have that same father.' Therefore, they are to 
be accounted as savage beasts who injure man ; who, in 
opposition to every law and right of human nature, plun* 
der, torture, slay and banish. On account of this relation- 
ship of brotherhood, God teaches us never to do evil, but 
always good." 

True bravery is shown to consist in fulfilling the 
commands of Ood to the uttermost, even though wq 
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suffer humiliation and contempt in the eyes of the 
world. But this is a narrow way, which is very 
hard to the fleshly mind ; it is stooping down to bear 
the very cross which Christ bore ; and hence it not 
only finds little acceptance with the world, but is too 
often practically contemned by Christ's professed dis- 
ciples. 

" If any one reviles, he must answer him with a blessing; 
he himself must never reyile, that no evil word may pro- 
ceed out of the mouth of a man who reverences the good 
Word [t. «., Jesus Christ, the Word of God], Moreover, 
he must also diligently take care, lest by any fault of his 
he should at any time make an enemy ; and if any one 
should be so shameless as to inflict injury on a good and 
just man, the latter must bear it with calmness and moder- 
ation, and not take upon himself his revenge, but reserve 
it for the judgment of God. And this precept is not lim- 
ited to this — that he should not inflict injury, but that he 
should not avenge U when inJHeted on himself. For there sits on 
the judgment-seat a very great and impartial Judge, the 
observer and witness of all. Let him prefer him to man ; 
let him rather choose that he should pronounce judgment 
respecting his cause, whose sentence no one can escape, 
either by the advocacy of any one or by favor. Thus it 
comes to pass that a just man is an object of contempt to 
all ; and because U will be thought thai he is unable to d^end him- 
self, he wiU be regarded as slothful and inactive; but if any one 
shall have avenged himself upon his enemy, he is judged a 
man of spirit and activity — all honor and reverence him." 

Lactantius has somewhat to say upon the following 
declaration of CicerOy that ''He is a good man who 
profits those whom he can, and injures no one unless 
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provoked by injury.^ And since this plea of self- 
defense is the only one which well-inclined men can 
possibly advance in extenuation of carnal strife, the 
rejoinder of Lactantius to the words of the great 
orator is given pretty fully, that we may recognize 
the golden line in the gospel rule which places it far 
above the excellent Roman maxim of the renowned 
TuUy: 

*' O, how he marred a simple and true statement, by the 
addition of two words I For what need was there of add- 
ing these words, 'unless provoked by injury^? that he 
might append vice as a most disgraceful tail to a good 
man, and might represent him as without patience, which 
Is the greatest of all virtues. He said that a good man 
would inflict injury if he were provoked ; now, he must 
necessarily lose the name of a good man from this very 
circumstance, if he shall inflict injury. For it is not less 
the part of a had man to return an injury than to inflict it. 
For from what source do contests, from what source do 
fightings and contentions arise among men, except that 
impatience opposed to injustice often excites great tem- 
pests? But if you meet injustice with patience, than 
which virtue nothing can be found more true, nothing 
more worthy of a man, it will immediately be extinguished 
as though you should pour water upon a fire. But, if that 
injunction which provokes opposition has met with impa- 
tience equal to itself, as though overspread with oil, it will 
excite so great a conflagration that no stream can extin- 
guish it, but only the shedding of blood. Great, there- 
fore, is the advantage of patience, of which the wise man 
[Cicero] would deprive the good man. For this alone 
causes that no evil happens ; and it it should be given to 
all, there will be no wickedness and no fraud in the afiairs 
of men. What, therefore, can be so calamitous to a good 
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mftn, BO opposed to his character, as to let loose the reine 
of angerj which deprives him not only of the title of a 
good man, but even of a man ; since to injure another, as 
he himself most truly says, is not in accordance with the 
nature of man ! For, if you provoke cattle or horses, they 
turn against you either with their hoof or their horn ; and 
serpents and wild beasts, unless you pursue them that you 
may kill them, give no trouble. And to return to exam- 
ples of men — even the inexperienced and the foolish, if at 
any time they receive an injury, are led by a blind and ir- 
rational fury, and endeavor to retaliate upon those who 
injure them. In what respect, then, does the wise and 
good man dijSer from the evil and foolish, except that he 
has invincible patience, of which the foolish are destitute; 
except that he knows how to govern himself, and to miti- 
gate his anger, which those, because they are without vir- 
tue, are unable to curb ? But this circumstance manifestly 
deceived him [Cicero] because, when inquiry is made re- 
specting virtue, he thought that it is the part of virtue to 
conquer in every kind of condition. Nor was he able in 
any way to see, that a man who gives way to grief and 
anger, and who indulges these affections, against which he 
ought rather to struggle, and who rushes wherever injus- 
tice shall have called him, does not fulfill the duty of 
yirtue. For he who endeavors to return an injury, desires 
to imitate that very person by whom he has been injured* 
Thus, he who imitates a bad man can by no means be 
good. . • And to show how pernicious this repayment 
of insult is, and what carnage it is accustomed to produce, 
from what can a more befitting example be sought than 
from the most melancholy disaster of the teacher himself| 
who, while he desired to obey these precepts of the philos- 
ophers, destroyed himself 7* Therefore, it is not the part 
of a wise and good man to wish to contend, since to con- 

^Alluding to the fatal sequence of liis Philippics against Mara 
Antony. 
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quer is not in our power, and every contest is doubtful ; 
but it is the part of a wise and excellent man not to wish 
to remove his adversary, which can not be done without 
guilt and danger, but to put an end to the contest itself, 
which may be done with advantage and with justice." 

The author of the "Divine Institutes," had he 
lived in our day, would doubtless have been a zeal- 
ous advocate of the plan of international arbitration, 
as is evident from the foregoing citation. May his 
words even now have weight I Furthermore, that 
he believed that not only carnal warfare, but also 
capital punishment, were opposed to the spirit of 
Christ's teachings, is apparent from the following: 

"When God forbids us to kill, he not only prohibits us 
from open violence, which is not even allowed by the pub- 
lic laws, but he warns us against the compulsion of those 
things which are esteemed lawful among men. Thus, it 
will be neither lawful for a just man to engage in warfare, 
since his warfare is justice itself, nor to accuse any one of 
a capital charge, because it makes no difference whether 
you put a man to death by word, or rather by the sword, 
since it is the act of putting to death itself which is pro« 
hibited. Therefore, with regard to this precept of God, 
there ought to be no exception at all ; but that it is always 
unlawful tQ put to death a man whom Ood wHled to be a sacred 
animal. 

What, then, or where, or of what character is piety? 
Truly, it is among those who are ignorant of wars, who 
maintain concord with all, who are friendly even to their 
enemies, who love all men as brethren, who know how to 
restrain their anger, and to soothe every passion of the 
mind with calm government I 
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Why ebould he [a just man] carry on war and mix hio^- 
eelf with the passions of others when his mind is engaged 
in perpetual peace with men? Will he be delighted with 
foreign merchandize, or with human blood, who does not 
know how to seek gain [selfishly], who is satisfied with his 
mode of living, and considers it unlawful not only himself 
to commit slaughter, but to be present with those who do 
it, and to behold it?" 



IX. 

Epistle to IHognetws. 

This beautiful and interesting epistle was written 
about the beginning of the second century, but who 
was its author can not with certainty be fixed. 
The following refers mainly to the manners of the 
GhristianSi and the manifestation of Christ in men : 

'' They pass their days on earth, but they are citizens of 
heayen. They obey the prescribed laws, and at the same 
time surpass the laws by their lives. They love all men, 
and are persecuted by all. They are unknown and con- 
demned ; they are put to death, and restored to life. They 
are poor, yet make many rich ; they are in lack of all 
things, and yet abound in all ; they are dishonored, and 
yet in their very dishonor are glorified. They are evil 
spoken of, and yet are justified ; they are reviled, and bless ; 
they are insulted, and repay the insult with honor ; they 
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do good, jet are punisbed aB eyil-doere. When punished, 
they rejoice as if quickened into life ; thej are assailed bj 
the Jews as foreigners, and are persecuted by the Greeks; 
yet those who hate them are unable to assign any reason 
for their hatred. To sum up all in one word, what the soul 
is in the body, that are Christians in the world. The soul 
is dispersed through all the members of the body, and 
Christians are scattered through all the cities of the world* 
The soul dwells in the body, yet is not of the body ; and 
Christians dwell in the world, yet are not of the world. 
The invisible soul is guarded by the yisible body, and 
Christians are known indeed to be in the world, but their 
godliness remains inyisible. The flesh hates the soul and 
wars against it, though itself suffering no injury, because 
it is preyented from enjoying pleasures; the world also 
hates the Christians, though in nowise injured [by them] 
because they abjure pleasures. The soul loves the flesh 
that hates it, and also the members ; Christians likewise 
love those that hate them. The soul is imprisoned in the 
body, yet preserves that very body ; and Christians are 
confined in the world as in a prison, and yet they are the 
preservers of the world. The immortal soul dwells in a 
mortal tabernacle ; and Christians dwell as sojourners in 
corruptible bodies, looking for an incorruptible body in 
the heavens. The soul, when but ill-provided with food 
and drink, becomes better ; in like manner, the Christians, 
though subjected day by day to punishment, increase the 
more in number. God has assigned them this illustrious 
position, which it were unlawful for them to forsake. . . 
Do you not see that the more of them that are punished, 
the greater becomes the number of the rest ? This does 
not seem to be the work of man : this is the power of God 
— ^these are the evidences of his manifestations. 

How will you love him who has first so loved you ? And 
if you love him, you will be an imitator of his kindness. 
And do not wonder that a man may become an imitator of 
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Ood. He can, if he ia willing. For it is not by ruling 
oyer his neighbors, or hj seeking to hold the supremacy 
^ver those that are weaker, or by being rich, and showing 
violence toward those that are inferior, that happiness is 
iound ; nor can any one by these things become an imitator 
of God. But these things do not at all constitute his 
majesty. On the contrary, he who takes upon himself the 
burden of his neighbor; he who, in whatsoever respect he 
may be superior, is ready to benefit another who is deficient ; 
he who, whatsoever things he has received from God, by 
distributing these to the needy, becomes a god to those who 
receive his benefits : he is an imitator of God. Then thou 
shalt see, while still on earth, that God in the heavens 
rules over the universe; then thou shalt begin to speak 
the mysteries of God ; then thou shalt both love and admire 
those that sufier punishment because they will not deny 
God ; then shalt thou condemn the deceit and error of the 
world when thou shalt know what it is to live truly in 
heaven, when thou shalt despise thai which ia here esUemed to 
he deathf when thou shalt fear what w truly deathy which is re- 
served for those who shall be condemned to the eternal 
fire, which shall afflict those even to the end that are com- 
mitted to it." 
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Ignatius^ of Antioeh. 

There are fifteen epistles which bear the name of 
Ignatius, but only i^even that are believed to be 
authentic. Ignatius lived in the latter part of the 
first century and the beginning of the second ; was 
Bishop of Antioeh, and was condemned to the wild 
beasts by the Emperor Trojan. The following ex- 
tracts are from his epistles to the Ephesians : 

" Pray for all men ; for there is hope of repentance for 
them, that they may be counted worthy of God. By your 
. works especially let them be instructed. Against their 
harsh words be ye conciliatory, by meekness of mind and 
gentleness. Against their blasphemies do ye give yourselves 
to prayer; and against their error be ye armed with faith. 
• . Bo not seek to avenge yourselves on those that injure 
you, for, says the Scripture, * If I have returned evil to 
those who returned evil to me,' etc. Let us make them 
brethren by our kindness. For say ye to those that hate 
you. Ye are our brethren, that the name of the Lord may 
be glorified. And let us imitate the Lord, who, when he 
was reviled, reviled not again — when he was crucified, he 
answered not — ' when he suffered, he threatened not,' but 
prayed for his enemies, ' Father, forgive them ; they know 
not what tkey do.' If any one, the naore he is injured, 
displays the more patience, blessed is he. • . Nothing is 
more precious than peace, by which all war, both in heaven 
and earth, is brought to an end. . . Ko man making a 
profession of faiih ought to sia, nor one pressed of love to 
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hate his brother. For he that said, ' Thou shalt loye the 
Lord thy God/ also said, 'and thj neighbor as thyself.' 
Those that profess themselves to be Christ's are known not 
only by what they say, but by what they practice ; * for 
the tree is known by its fruits.' " 



The Awgel of Beace. 



By Mrs. Sigourney. 



Check at their foantain head, 
O Lord ! the streams of strife, 

Nor let misguided man rejoice 
To take his brother's life. 

Strike off the pomp and pride 
That deck the deeds of war. 

And in their gorgeous mantle hide* 
The bloodH9tained conqueror. 

To History's blazoned page 
Touch the pure wand of Truth,. 

And bid its heroes stand unveiled 
Before the eye of Youth. 

By every fireside press 
The Gospel's peaceful claims, 

Nor let a Christian nation bless 
What its meek Master blames. 

So shall the seeds of Hate 
Be strangled in their birth. 

And Peace, the angel of thy love,. 
Bnle o'er the enfranchised earth.. 
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